
Foster-to-Adopt Application 

Welcome to Dogs Unbroken.  The first step in adopting a dog is to foster the dog. That way, you 
get time to know the dog and vice versa, to make sure that you and the dog fit well together. If 
Dogs Unbroken accepts your application, you will foster the dog until the dog is ready for 
adoption. 

In order for Dogs Unbroken to accept you into its Foster-to-Adopt Program, we must review and 
accept your foster application and we must visit and approve your home.  Once you’ve 
successfully completed both those steps, we’ll go through our Foster-to-Adopt Agreement with 
you and make sure that you can comply with its terms and conditions.,  

WHICH RESCUE DOG ARE YOU INTERESTED IN? 

Foster Dog’s Name____________________________________________________ 

How did you learn about the dog? 

YOUR NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
Name ____________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________ State ________ Zip Code ____________ 

Cell ( ) _____-_______ Work ( ) _____-_______ Home ( ) _____-_______ 

Email________________________________________________________________ 

Please list all pets in your household: 



Type of Pet Age Sex Spayed/Neutered  Kept inside or 
outside? 

Dog friendly? 

      
      
      
      

 
Please list all people in your household: 
Person Age 
Self:   
  
  
  

 
If you have a roommate, will they be involved with the Dog? 
 
 
 
 
 

LIFESTYLE & ENVIRONMENT 

Please describe your residence & environment: 

Urban, suburban, or rural?  

Do you own or rent?  

If rent, include property owner’s name, address, phone number, and email 

       

If you rent, has the property owner given you express permission to add a dog to your home?  

How long have you resided at this location?  

Do you have a fenced yard? (answer YES or NO) 

If you do have a fence, please describe: 

• Height:  
• Material:  
• Approximate size of enclosure:  

Does anyone in the home smoke? (answer YES or NO) 

Do you have any health concern or condition that currently affects your ability to care for the 
dog, or may do so in the future? If yes, please describe.  



The following questions are to help us get an idea of what dog would be a great fit for you. There 
are no right or wrong answers, so please be as honest and accurate as possible. 

During a typical week, approximately how many hours per day would your dog be alone? Would 
that schedule be the same every day? 

 

 

Where will the Dog be when it is alone? 

 

Where will the Dog be at night? 

 

How will you exercise the dog? 

 

If you are you planning on using daycare or dog walking services, what service will you use?  

 

 

Describe how you envision the Dog will participate in your lifestyle and activities? 

 

Do any guests to your house regularly bring along children?  

 

Will the Dog be asked to interact with children on a regular basis?  If yes, describe in what ways.  

 

Do you foresee that you will have any major life changes over the next two years that might 
change your typical routine? If yes, please describe how you imagine your typical routine will 
change (i.e., you will be home more or less frequently, other people will join your household 
etc.)  

 

What physical and personality characteristics are you looking for in a dog? It is helpful for us to 
learn about any specific hopes or wishes that you have about a dog.  

THE DOG’S HEALTH 

As a foster caretaker, you will be expected to cover any veterinary care that the Dog requires.  
We want to make sure you have thought through what those expenses might look like. 



Would you be able to pay the kinds of expenses listed below? (These figures are best estimates, 
but your actual costs could vary.)  

• Collar/Leash: $35
• Crate: $125
• Annual veterinary expenses: $200-$300
• Food: $300-$400
• Treats/Toys: $75
• License: $15
• Grooming (optional): $50-$75
• Misc.: $65

Would you be able to cover emergency veterinarian services of $500-$2000? 

Have you ever had a dog with a medical emergency? Please explain your experience: 

What brand of dog food will you feed the dog and why? 

TRAINING AND BEHAVIOR 

Dogs Unbroken uses a training method called balanced training. We know that you may have 
experiences with other methods or informal training. That said, we know the balanced training 
method is unfamiliar to many. We recommend that you read the following article to get an 
overview of the method: https://connectwithyourk9.com/what-is-balanced-dog-training/.  (We 
are not involved with the trainer who wrote the article.) 

We encourage you tell us whether you would like more information about balanced training 
techniques. In an attempt to start a dialogue, we want to help applicants learn more about 
nurturing your dog in a balanced environmental that fosters learning and trust. 

If you are approved by Dogs Unbroken to foster-to-adopt a dog, we will require you sign up and 
take a complimentary 6-week basic obedience class with High Drive Dog Company in 
Longmont, Colorado.  High Drive Dog Company follows a balanced training method. 

Foster-to-adopt dogs can take several weeks to several months to adjust to their new homes.  The 
dog has been through many transitions, and your home is just one more transition in his/her 
mind. Behaviors we have not seen can crop up, or behaviors may become amplified during the 

YES

YES NO

NO



transition period. Working with these issues may be challenging and time consuming.  How will 
you handle those challenges? 

 

What are you most excited about how your foster dog might adjust to your home?  What are you 
most worried about?  

 

Please identify behaviors you are NOT willing to work with. For example, growling at strangers, 
separation anxiety, leash pulling, housetraining accidents, and counter surfing. 

 

Under what circumstances would you consider returning the dog? 

 

If the dog is in addition to an existing dog(s), how will you manage the transition?  Would you 
like some advice and guidance to help you plan for how the dogs will meet? 

  

 

 

Please provide a veterinary reference (reference from a past pet is fine) 

Clinic______________________________________ 

Veterinarians name _____________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone_______________________________ Email _______________________________ 

 

Please list three personal references, whom you have known for at least three years and who can 
vouch for your character as a dog owner.  

Reference 1: 

Name and relationship 

Address 

Phone     Email 

Reference 2: 

Name and relationship 



Address 

Phone     Email 

Reference 3: 

Name and relationship 

Address 

Phone     Email 

 

Signature___________________ Date___________________ 
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